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WIN PERIOD 
Small group work is an important time. Some children 
leave the room for WIN-What I Need. Others are in class prac-
ticing  what  they  need:  Phonics,  sight  words,  applying  reading 
skills  learning how to make smart choices and self-regulate be-
havior.  We added  a  new center  called:  Crazy  Mixed  Up Sen-
tences. (See photo next page) Students have to apply understand-
ing  of  sentence structure  while  reading word wall  words.  Stu-
dents are learning how to use post-it notes as a tool to monitor 
for comprehension as well as asking questions before, during and 
after reading. Reading is all about MAKING MEANING.

Writers Workshop
It was all about the “how to” book this month. Children learned 
the importance of being specific while writing procedural text—a 
form of non-fiction writing. Each student completed at least two 
“how-to” pieces. Some children really enjoyed  writing this kind 
of text. (See photo next page). Next unit of study: Poetry!

Word Wall-Please continue to have your child practice 
his/her flashcards for automaticity. Additionally, you can dic-
tate the word to your child and have them practice the spell-
ing. It is two different skills! The spelling test is not the true 
indicator of secure in the skill: Application within writing is 
much more meaningful! When your child write sentence, all 
word wall words should be spelled correctly.


IMPORTANT DATE COMING UP: Valentine’s Day is right around 
the corner. Please adhere to the school policy of no candy at-
tached to cards. Please have your child create a mailbox of 
choice. You can use a shoebox, a paper bag, or maybe some-
thing I have not thought about. Please send this collection con-
tainer in by Feb. 12. The only requirement is your child’s name 
must be on the container and it needs to have an opening for 
inserting Valentines. I sent a previous email with all the stu-
dent’s first names for your convenience. 

SEE YOU ALL AT THE CONCERT! 
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Math 
January kicked off with applying 
strategies for quickly computing 
addition facts and ended with 
applying strategies in subtrac-
tion: Not every strategy will 
work for every student and they 
are encouraged to solve the 
problem in whatever way suits 
them, BUT then they must check 
the answer. It has to make sense! 
The children learned the connec-
tion between related addition 
and subtraction facts (THE FAMI-
LY). Chapter 5 will continue to 
delve into this relationship. 

Science 
We learned about light and sound. 
Unit 3 is all about communication 
with light and sound. But the first 
questions is….What is communica-
tion? Communication is sending and 
receiving messages. We discussed 
many forms of communication and 
how communication tools have 
evolved over time. In order to com-
municate, both parties need to have 
the code. Students will be chal-
lenged to design a communication 
tool of their own using either light or 
sound at the end of the unit. 

Social Studies-January was 
all about social justice. We read 
many books about how diversity is 
what makes our country so inter-
esting. We created a beautiful 
board called, “The Colors of Us.” 
Students and teachers walk by and 
give us compliments. See photos 
on page 2. We also completed 
many activities about how to solve 
conflict with love, not hate: right 
from the words of MLK. 
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Type to enter text

Crazy mixed up sentence center.

Below is our “how to” board. Students first had 
to follow procedural text to make a snowman 
and then had to make a snowman and create 
their own procedural text. Procedural text 
should be specific and clear. We learned that 
lesson while following and NOT following 
directions to make a liquid rainbow.


